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gear  rev iews

	           Mentor Jacket—OUTDOOR RESEARCH

Outdoor Research has made some great improvements in its Mentor jacket this year. 
Built with Gore-Tex Pro Shell and fully taped zippers, the jacket keeps moisture out 
but still breathes well. The double-sliding TorsoFlo hem-to-bicep zippers are a nice 
upgrade. For many years I’ve had to take my coat off to stay cool while skinning, 
but the full-length pit zips in this jacket keep me cool and dry. Available at Barrel, 
Northern Lights, Schnee’s, Round House, Timber Trails, Gallatin Alpine Sports, and 
Grizzly Outfitters. $400, outdoorresearch.com. —andrew wells
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fffffffffffffffffffffffDiamond Grip—Ice Trekkers

YakTrax are all the rage in Bozeman, and they’re fine for mild hardpack; but if you 
want to take your traction up a notch, pick up a pair of Diamond Grip Ice Trekkers. 
These lightweight yet sturdy mini-crampons will grab the slickest of ice and rock-
hard snow, keeping your feet secure and your mind at ease. I tried them out on 
the slicker-than-snot M and Drinking Horse trails, climbing with confidence and 
sprinting downhill without fear. The rubber sling slips over your shoe or boot easily, 
and hundreds of biting edges keep you glued to the ground. A wide finger-loop 
means you can put them on with gloved fingers. I’ve had trouble with other brands’ 
attachment points coming loose during application and removal, but the Diamond 
Grips stayed together for over a dozen hard hikes. My new winter essential for hikes 
and runs on well-trodden trails. $40; icetrekkers.com. —mike england


